friend and foe alike. Only seventy-five men lived outside the
circle of its domination. Seventy-five men, many of whom
had partaken of Caesar's most open-handed bounty, men
who were his high officials and had once been his generals.
They were sworn to kill him on the morrow. Though many
of them envied him, though many of them had grudges and
complaints, none of them hated him. They were drawn
together by a need outside themselves, an hypnotic word, a
thought which had never been realised yrt. Freedom,

They all knew of the cruellies nntl dissatisfaction, the
inefficiencies and corruptions awl money-grubbing of the
Empire governed by the Republic; but such memories
meant nothing* They saw only the other side of the past:
the combination of free men for a purpnsw of necessary
service and government* No one should be the master of
his fellows except for short periods in terms of a strictly
limited constitution* Since magistrates were required among
weak and criminal men, the worthiest should take their turn
at ordering and educating .society, drawing it towards the
rule of self-administered justice, the perfectly harmonised
family of man. But such offices .should t>e an acceptable
burden,, not a prize for the ambitious.

What did it mean to answer that such a condition never
had existed, never would exist? A word was greater than
such doubts. Freedom.

The net had closed round seventy-five men, and they could
not escape. Once the confidence had bern offered, they were
bound. How could one of them betray, even if he feared
and hated the act of murder? He would lie an outcast for
ever, branded with unutterable shame among his fellows.
There was nothing for it but to wait, and, when the hour
came, to strike*

Quietly, with the aristocratic composure ingrained upon
their lives* the seventy-five men had gone about their daily
business, visiting one another, attending to their work in the
Courts or the Army, exchanging the trite comments that hid
their hearts, But in their hearts was a word of flame, a gnaw-
ing pang and eacuitation. What use to tell them that they were
only because their claas-intereati were threatened,
behind Ctear stirred the awakeoiiig demands of